
City of White Rock
Mayor’s State of City Address 
Host: South Surrey White Rock Chamber of Commerce 



YOUR COUNCIL, YOUR COMMUNITY



COUNCIL PRIORITIES
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TRAINS



RAIL CROSSING AND 
BEACH ACCESS 



RAIL CROSSING AND BEACH ACCESS 



OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN – PHASE 3
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OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN – PHASE 3

Chronologically, we’ve done:

Pop Up > October 1, 12-4pm – Festival of Lights: Diwali Integration (Waterfront)

Pop Up > October 2, 10am-2pm – White Rock Farmers’ Market (Community Centre)

Pop Up > October 9, 10am-2pm – White Rock Farmers’ Market (Community Centre)

Pop Up > October 18, 10am-2pm – Kent Street Activity Centre (1475 Kent Street)

Workshop > Policy – October 18, 6-8:30pm – Centennial Arena Hall

Workshop > Growth Management – October 25, 2-4pm, First United Church (15385 Semiahmoo Avenue)

Pop Up > October 26, 10am-2pm – Kent Street Activity Centre (1475 Kent Street)

We have coming up:

Pop Up > October 30, 9am-1pm – Great Pumpkin Run/Walk (Bayview Park)

Workshop > November 1, 6:30-8:30pm ,Growth Management – Centennial Arena Hall

Pop Up > November 3, 10am-3pm – Pop-Up-Town Arts Space (1459B Johnston Road)



JOHNSTON ROAD ‘GATEWAY’ STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION



JOHNSTON ROAD ‘GATEWAY’ 
STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION



JOHNSTON ROAD ‘GATEWAY’ STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION

Please Note: This concept is one of three concepts that the public 
will be able to provide feedback on soon 



EAST BEACH 
WATERFRONT PLAN



EAST BEACH 
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EAST BEACH 
WATERFRONT PLAN

DREDGING BY THE PIER



MEMORIAL PARK



MEMORIAL PARK – RAIL THEME



MEMORIAL PARK – WAVE THEME



MEMORIAL PARK – DRAFT FINAL CONCEPT

Please note: the concept  drawings based on the 
community’s feedback are being finalized. 



MEMORIAL PARK – DRAFT FINAL CONCEPT



WATERFRONT PARKING PLAN



WATERFRONT PARKING PLAN – VIDAL & VICTORIA



ECONOMIC DRIVERS: SPECIAL EVENTS, FESTIVALS & THE ARTS



ECONOMIC DRIVERS:
CANADA DAY | TD CONCERTS BY THE PIER



ECONOMIC DRIVERS:
TOUR DE WHITE ROCK | WHITE ROCK SEA FESTIVAL



ECONOMIC DRIVERS:
POP-UP TOWN ARTS | CHRISTMAS ON THE PENINSULA 



ECONOMIC DRIVERS:
INTERNATIONAL ARTIST DAY| IRISH FESTIVAL

Photo credit: Ric Wallace Photo credit: Sherron Fairbairn



ECONOMIC DRIVERS:
FALL FESTIVAL 
OF THE ARTS 

TWO MONTH 
CELEBRATION OF 

ARTS & CULTURE IN 
WHITE ROCK 



WATER UTILITY AND QUALITY
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COMMUNITY BUILDERS 



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – LORRAINE ELLENWOOD

• Identified as one of the custodians of White 
Rock’s history 

• Kept things together for the museum and 
archives almost single handedly in the 1990s

• Awarded with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, in 
2012, at City Hall  

Photo credit: Sarah Massah



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – LORRAINE ELLENWOOD

Brick building was former 
location of the Museum  



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – LORRAINE ELLENWOOD



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – ELLEN KENNETT

Photo credit: Asian Journal

• 1989: Named as Semiahmoo Peninsula Citizen 
of the Year

• 2010: Awarded the Friend of the Foundation’s 
Award of Distinction – the Lifetime 
Achievement Award

• 2011: Outstanding Canadian of the Year 
 Peace Arch Hospital and the Community 

Health Foundation nominative Kennett’s 
for the 50 plus years of volunteer 
services she has provided to the hospital

 Roles held at hospital include: president 
of the hospital auxiliary, trustee of the 
Peace Arch Hospital Board and board 
chair of the PAHCHF

• 2012: Recipient of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – VIN COYNE

• Former White Rock councillor, 
historian, retired public-relations 
professional and newspaperman.

• Devoted over 20 years to  
fundraising and volunteering with 
the B.C. Children’s Hospital and 
Peace Arch Hospital  

• In 1996 received the Freedom of 
the City 



COMMUNITY BUILDERS –
VIN COYNE

• Vin looks back on publications he 
has contributed to over the past 60 
years, including the newspapers 
White Rock  Sun and Mercury, and 
Sound magazine



COMMUNITY BUILDERS–TERRY ROSS

• Served as a White Rock Firefighter for 32 years

• Business at Central Plaza was a pillar in the 
community
for over 47 years

• Community service:
• Semiahmoo Secondary’s Alumni Organization 

• Current Chairman 
• South Surrey White Rock Chamber of Commerce 

(SSWRC):
 Current member of the executive board
 Past president 

• Business Improvement Association (BIA) 
 Former director

• White Rock Auxiliary Firefighter’s Association 
 Past president 



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – MICHAEL MACKAY-DUNN

Photo credit: Semiahmoo Arts

• Passionate Aboriginal teacher advocate 
promoting cultural awareness, pride and 
accomplishment amongst First Nation 
Youth at Earl Marriott 

• Focused on First Nation studies and 
business education

• Decorated Football Coach



COMMUNITY BUILDERS 
– MICHAEL MACKAY-DUNN



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – MICHAEL MACKAY-DUNN

Photo credit: Semiahmoo Arts



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – MICHAEL MACKAY-DUNN

Photo credit: Semiahmoo Arts



COMMUNITY BUILDERS – BARBARA COOPER

• 2000: Honoured with the Prime Minister’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence 

• 2013: Named White Rock’s Outstanding Canadian on 
the Peninsula for her innovative leadership and 
significant contributions promoting arts and culture

• Served as board of director in both White Rock and 
Surrey, including on arts-related civic committees

• Currently acts as Semiahmoo Arts’ Literary Program 
Liaison, assists with White Rock’s Irish Festival and 
co-ordinates the Double Exposure photography and 
poetry events, and so much more  



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– JOE O’MALLEY

• 2011: Outstanding Canadian of the Year 

 Taught at White Rock Elementary for 35 years

 Was honoured for the thousands of extra 
hours he spent coaching soccer, volleyball 
and track and field and organizing various 
sports tournaments.

 Under Joe’s leadership, White Rock 
Elementary school won the Barry Morley 
Memorial Track and Field Championships –
Large Schools Division so many times that 
they presented the trophy to the school and 
bought a new one! 



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– JOE O’MALLEY



COMMUNITY BUILDERS –
JOE O’MALLEY



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– TOM KIRSTEIN AND CHIP BARRETT

Photo credit: White Rock Museum & Archives

• 1980-1987: Created and organized the 
Great Canadian Open Sandcastle 
Competition that gave White Rock a 
huge economic boost when over 100,000 
people visited the City for this event

• Tom Kirstein: Became Mayor of White 
Rock in 1979 



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– TOM KIRSTEIN AND CHIP BARRETT

Served as director and president of Peace Arch Curling Club, director 
and chairman of the Hospital Board, chairman of the Hospital and 
Community Health Foundation’s Partner’s in Caring Campaign, and 
current chairman of Coast Capital Savings 



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– TOM KIRSTEIN AND CHIP BARRETT

Chip Barrett: Architect and Architectural Representative to the 
City’s Advisory Design Panel



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– TOM KIRSTEIN AND CHIP BARRETT

Founding member and current organizer of the Annual 
United Church Community Christmas Dinner



COMMUNITY BUILDERS– ‘BOB’

• Has spent two decades collecting bottles and cans 
from curbside recycling bins, in order to donate 
the money to Peach Arch Hospital 

• To date we are told that his contributions have 
helped the Hospital to purchase:

• scopes for the surgical department;

• specialty mattresses for the sickest patients 
in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU);

• intravenous (IV) monitors for the Emergency 
ward; and, 

• portable ultrasounds for medical imaging. 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

Photo credit: Tom Saunders 


