April 5, 2023 FOI No: 2023-26

Redacted S. 22

Email Redacted S. 22

Dear Redacted S. 22

Re: Request for Records
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act

The City of White Rock has reviewed your request for access to the following records pursuant
to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the “Act”):

e Fire report for fire that occurred at Nami Restaurant (15169 Roper Ave) on Sunday
Jan. 29, 2023.

Access to these records is available. However, some of the information in the records is
excepted from the disclosure requirements of the Act. | have severed the excepted information
so that | could disclose to you the remaining information as attached.

The severed information is excepted from disclosure under section 22 of the Act. Severing
under section 22 is necessary to avoid disclosing third-party personal information without
permission.

Please contact our office if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

\NAethor

Tracey Arthur, Director of Corporate Administration

Att.

Corporate Administration M-I I T E ROC K
P:604.541.2212 | F: 604.541.9348 c‘tﬁ (rg% %M\

City of White Rock
15322 Buena Vista Avenue, White Rock BC, Canada V4B 1Y6 www.whiterockcity.ca



If you believe that the City of White Rock has been unreasonable in its handling of your request,
you may ask the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review our response. You have 30
days from receipt of this notice to request a review by writing to:

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
3rd Floor, 756 Fort Street
Victoria BC V8W 1H2

Should you decide to request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with:

your name, address and telephone number;

a copy of this letter;

a copy of your original request sent to the City of White Rock; and
the reasons or grounds upon which you are requesting the review.
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT

FoRrR

INCIDENT: CWR 2023012910

15169 ROPER AVE
WHITE ROCK



THE CORPORATION OF THE

CiTY OF WHITE ROCK

15315 PAcrtric AVENUE, WHITE Rock, BC V4B 1R1

FIRE/RESCUE DEPARTMENT TEL 604.541.2121 FAx 604.541.2120

FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT FOR: CWR 2023012910

INVESTIGATED BY: FIRE CHIEF ED WOLFE

LOCATION: 15169 ROPER AVE, WHITE ROCK

DATE OF FIRE: JANUARY 29, 2023 TiME FIRE DEPT RECEIVED CALL: 10:31:58
DATE OF INVESTIGATION: JANUARY 29, 2023

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

A. AREA OF ORIGIN:  KITCHEN

B. POINT OF ORIGIN:  NORTH WALL, EAST END OF CORRIDOR LEADING INTO KITCHEN

C. IGNITING OBJECT: CANNOT BE DETERMINED

D

. FORM OF HEAT: CANNOT BE DETERMINED

m

MATERIAL FIRST IGNITED: PLASTIC RECYCLE BIN

F. ACT OR OMISSION: CANNOT BE DETERMINED

OTHER AGENCIES INVOLVED: RCMP



THE CORPORATION OF THE

CITY OF WHITE ROCK
15315 PAcrtric AVENUE, WHITE Rock, BC V4B 1R1
FIRE/RESCUE DEPARTMENT TEL 604.541.2121 FAx 604.541.2120
FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT FOR: CWR

BACKGROUND: ON JANUARY 29™ 2023 AT APPROX. 10:31:58HRS WHITE ROCK FIRE RESCUE
WAS DISPATCHED TO A POSSIBLE STRUCTURE FIRE AT 15169 RoOPER AVE. WHITE Rock B.C.

ENGINE ONE ARRIVED ON SCENE AND REPORTED NOTHING SHOWING, RCMP AND BUSINESS
STAFF WERE OUTSIDE THE BUILDING. ENGINE ONE ESTABLISHED ROPER COMMAND AND AN
ATTACK CREW ENTERED THE STRUCTURE TO INVESTIGATE. THE CREW FOUND EVIDENCE OF A
SMALL FIRE LOCATED NEAR THE KITCHEN AREA THAT STAFF HAD EXTINGUISHED PRIOR TO FIRE
DEPT. ARRIVAL. THE CREW UTILIZED A THERMAL IMAGING CAMERA AND REMOVED ADDITIONAL
DRYWALL NEAR THE POINT OF ORIGIN CHECKING FOR POSSIBLE FIRE EXTENSION INTO THE
STRUCTURE. SOME EXTENSION WAS LOCATED AND EXTINGUISHED WITH AN 1 % FIRE ATTACK
LINE APPLYING MINIMAL WATER AS NECESSARY.

STRUCTURE: 15169 ROPER IS A 1464 SQUARE FOOT COMMERCIAL SPACE LOCATED IN A SINGLE
STOREY FLAT ROOF STRUCTURE THAT HOUSES COMMERCIAL ADDRESSES 15157 — 15169 ON
ROPER AVE. 15169 ROPER WAS RENOVATED IN 2014. THERE IS NO FIRE ALARM SYSTEM
PRESENT IN THE UNIT.

INVESTIGATION FINDING: INVESTIGATION INDICATED THE AREA OF ORIGIN WAS THE KITCHEN WITH
THE POINT OF ORIGIN DETERMINED TO BE ON THE NORTHEAST WALL OF THE CORRIDOR LEADING
FROM THE SEATING, SERVICE AREA, INTO THE KITCHEN. AT THIS LOCATION WAS A STAND-UP,
BLUE RECYCLE BIN APPROX. 20 INCHES TALL BY 15 INCHES WIDE. THE BIN WAS LOCATED
AGAINST THE NORTH WALL AT THE EAST END OF THE CORRIDOR LEADING INTO THE KITCHEN
AREA. INVESTIGATION DETERMINED THAT THE PLASTIC RECYCLE BIN HAD CAUGHT FIRE, BEGAN
TO MELT AND FELL FORWARDS TOWARDS THE HANDWASHING SINK LOCATED ON THE OPPOSITE
SIDE OF THE CORRIDOR. THE AREA UNDER THE HANDWASHING SINK WAS OPEN AND HAD BEEN
USED TO STORE PLASTIC FOOD TAKEOUT CONTAINERS AND LIDS. THE COUNTERTOP THAT
HOUSED THE HANDWASH SINK WAS MADE OF PLYWOOD WITH A LAMINATE TOP. INVESTIGATION
DETERMINED FIRE SPREAD FROM THE MELTED RECYCLE BIN TO THE COMBUSTIBLES STORED
UNDER THE HANDWASH SINK, UP THE PARTIAL WALL SEPARATING THE HAND WASH SINK FROM
THE KITCHEN SINK AND UP TO THE PLYWOOD COUNTERTOP. FIRE BURNED THROUGH BOTH
WATER SUPPLY LINES LEADING TO THE TAP SET OF THE HANDWASH SINK. THIS CAUSED



CONTINUOUS WATER FLOW UNDER THE SINK AREA, HELPING LIMIT FIRE SPREAD. THERE WAS
CHARRING PRESENT FROM FLOOR TO CEILING ON THE OUTSIDE STUD OF THE WALL SEPARATING
THE TWO SINKS IN THIS AREA. THERE WAS ALSO CHARRING PRESENT AT THE BASE OF THE
NORTHEAST WALL OF THE CORRIDOR LEADING TO THE KITCHEN WHERE THE RECYCLE BIN WAS
STANDING, PRIOR TO MELTING. A BURN PATTERN WAS VISIBLE ON THE OUTSIDE OF A PORTABLE
FREEZER ALSO STORED IN THIS LOCATION, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN AGAINST THE BACKSIDE OF
THE RECYCLE BIN.

THE BUSINESS OWNER Redacted S. 22 s1ATED HE DISCOVERED THE FIRE DAMAGE UPON OPENING
THE RESTAURANT AT 1030HRS, JANUARY 29™. |STATED THAT Redacteds:22 AND STAFF
EXTINGUISHED VISIBLE HOT SPOTS PRIOR TO FIRE DEPT. ARRIVAL.

S. 22 CLAIMED THE RECYCLE BIN AT THE POINT OF ORIGIN WAS EMPTIED INTO THE BUILDING’S
DUMPSTER BY THE CHEF AT THE END OF THE PREVIOUS WORKDAY (ROUGHLY 21:00HRS,
JANUARY 28™). APPARENTLY, THIS IS STANDARD PRACTICE FOR THE RESTAURANT LIMITING
ODORS DEVELOPING IN THE KITCHEN OVERNIGHT. IN INTERVIEW, F¥€¥452 sTATED THAT
SEVERAL OF THE CURRENT RESTAURANT WORKERS ARE SMOKERS, INCLUDING 5.22 AND THE
HEAD CHEF. HOWEVER, STAFF PRACTICE IS TO SMOKE OUTSIDE THE BUILDING USUALLY AT THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE PARKING AREA. %452 AND THE CHEF WHO WAS ON DUTY THE
EVENING OF JANUARY 28™, STATED THERE WAS NO SMOKING INSIDE THE RESTAURANT THAT
EVENING AND THAT THE CHEF WAS THE LAST ONE OUT OF THE BUILDING ON THE EVENING OF
JANUARY 28™. OUR INVESTIGATION DID NOT YIELD ANY EVIDENCE OF SMOKING MATERIALS
PRESENT IN THE KITCHEN, HOWEVER THE REMAINS OF THE MELTED RECYCLE BIN HAD ALREADY

BEEN MOVED OUTSIDE BY STAFF.
ANOTHER POTENTIAL IGNITION SOURCE NEAR THE POINT OF ORIGIN WAS THE ELECTRIC

FREEZER, STORED IN THE AREA. THE FREEZER WAS RULED OUT AS AN IGNITION SOURCE AS IT
WAS FUNCTIONING PROPERLY AND REMAINED OPERATIONAL AFTER THE FIRE.

SUMMARY: THE MOST LIKELY CAUSE OF THIS FIRE WAS CARELESSLY DISCARDED SMOKING
MATERIALS. HOWEVER, NO EVIDENCE OF SMOKING MATERIALS WERE FOUND IN THE AREA OF
ORIGIN AND EMPLOYEES INTERVIEWED STATED THERE WAS NO SMOKING TAKING PLACE (THAT
THEY WERE AWARE OF) INSIDE THE RESTAURANT ON THE EVENING OF JANUARY 28TH, 2023.

THEREFOR, THE CAUSE OF THIS FIRE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.

REPORT BY: CHIEF ED WOLFE, LAFC #2685

Photos and drawings for this report are in the file and on the computer for this incident.
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